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Project Ability is pleased to present the second in three consecutive week-long solo  
showcases presenting the diverse artistic practices of the artists from our Aspire programme. 
 
George Stevenson’s ceramics are formless objects rejecting any specific shape and  
behaving according to their own aesthetic and material properties. Made in collaboration 
with artist Sally Hackett, these sculptures refer to the mysterious and living side of objects, 
their passing moments, tracing the interaction of their creation and overlaying hints of 
organic process.

“When people first see George Stevenson’s pieces they compare them to sea coral. The 
natural quality of this comparison really reflects the process of the work, with no planning or 
expectation involved.

The first clay shape George made was a small pinch pot.  He began forming the hollow 
shape. When it was finished I handed him another piece of clay which he proceeded to 
drop slap bang in the middle of his first creation with great satisfaction. This became the 
central, joyful feature of his work; simply making shapes, and putting one on top of another, 
whether it was a conventional placing or not. 

The pieces were made really organically with minimal dialogue between George and I.  
Instead there was a dialogue created with the clay. I would create the base, we would 
make shapes and then tower them together. Usually artists feel the pressure of expectation, 
outcome and judgment when starting a new piece. What I loved about making this work 
was there was no sign of those feelings. The process was incredibly uninhibited and open.

Mark making is evidently a distinct feature in the work. This was the main part George got 
enjoyment from. Stabbing and scoring into the clay was something which completely  
engrossed and mesmorised George’s attention. This mark making is as much part of the 
sculptural process as the building, and to me, encapsulates the real substance of the work.

Each piece can be interpreted in so many ways – a landscape, funghi or a mystical  
creature but the fact it is simply a shape is what appeals to me the most, creating  
subconscious curiosity and endless possibilities.”
 
Sally Hackett, April 2013
 
 
 
All works Untitled 2012, glazed ceramic
 
If you would like any further information on this exhibition or the works in the show, please contact 
exhibitions@project-ability.co.uk
 
Next in the Solo Showcases series, will be Catherine Rankine. 
Opening Wednesday 22 May 1-2pm. 
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