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Born in 1975, Thompson Hall has been a key member of ActionSpace’s Central London studio 
for over 15 years. He has exhibited widely with ActionSpace and presented his first solo 
exhibition “Postcards from Brighton” at Brighton Dome in March 2014. 
 
Colour is very important to Hall.  He carefully choses and mixes his paints to capture a visual 
equivalent to a particular emotional or spiritual state, rather than depicting true-to-life colours. 
Like his fellow Camden-based inspiration Frank Auerbach, Hall attempts to resolve the 
experience of being in the world in paint. 
 
Drawing since the age of 12, Hall produced images instigated by the readily available 
contemporary culture around him – scenes from newspapers, magazines and television. He 
remembers being particularly fascinated with the disturbing dreamlike sequences in ‘American 
Werewolf in London’ that sparked a number of drawings. Hall’s artistic talent was first 
recognised by his art teacher at John Keats School in Swiss Cottage, who encouraged him to 
do more drawing. After attending Kingsway College, Hall was introduced to ActionSpace and 
ever since has been a prolific studio artist. 
 
Thompson Hall has created a new exhibition entitled “Postcards from Glasgow” especially for 
the International Summit.   
 
http://actionspace.org/international-summit-for-learning-disability-artists-and-their-support-
studios/ 
 
 



 
 
“Postcards from Glasgow” is a series of vibrant cityscapes depicting landmarks of Glasgow 
from an outsider’s perspective. Thompson has never been to Glasgow and all of his research 
and preparatory sketches were done from images in books and on the internet. His paintings 
convey what he thinks his reaction to the city will be, utilising colour, shape and texture over 
representation.  He is looking forward to seeing the city he has painted and finding out how the 
actual experience of being in Glasgow compares to the impressions he has drawn from 
research material created by others. 
 
ActionSpace’s artist facil itator, Lisa Brown, says “Thompson is a colourist. His work is 
characterised by the use of intense colour, which becomes the dominant feature of the 
finished piece. Thompson tends to draw subjects from snippets of life, places he has been to 
and observations of works at a museum or gallery. He then works with expression and an 
intuitiveness of mixing and blending of contrasting and complementary colours. His painting 
style has developed over the years into a unique signature, bursting with colourful and exultant 
energy. It is a privilege to have watched Thompson grow in confidence with this body of work." 
 
 
 
 
Recent Exhibitions: 

• In Practice, Royal Academy of Art, London, 2014 (presentation) 
• Postcards from Brighton, Brighton Dome, Brighton, 2014 (solo exhibition) 
• Oh Wow! 32 Responses to Colour and Light, Cockpit Arts, London, 2014 (group show) 
• I Was Framed, Cockpit Arts, London, 2013 (group show) 
• Dreamcatcher. Moment in Time, Shape in the City, London, 2012-2013 (group show) 

 
 
Images of Thomspon Hall’s work can be seen on ActionSpace’s website at 
http://actionspace.org/artists/thompson-hall/#1 
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